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CURRENT POSITIONS
2012 to date. Assistant Professor at FCT-NOVA at the Life Sciences Department at NOVA School
of Science and Technology from the Nova University of Lisbon.

2020 to date. Independent Researcher at the Applied Molecular Biosciences Unit (UCIBIO).

OTHER CURRENT ACTIVITIES

2021 to date. Chair of the European Plant Phenotyping-Research Infrastructure that aims to
enable researchers to use facilities, resources and services for plant phenotyping across
Europe. EMPHASIS-PREP is supported by the European Union (Grant Agreement: 739514).

2020 to date. Coordinator of the EMPHASIS-PT consortium that congregates twelve Portuguese
Institutions.

2017 to date. Member of the EMPHASIS support group (European Infrastructure for Plant
Phenotyping).

2015 to date. Editorial Board of Theoretical and Experimental Plant Physiology, Frontiers in Plant
Science and Journal of Plant Growth Regulation.

2015 to date. Involved in national and international initiatives of Science Communication and

Scientific Culture Promotion.

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

2014-2018. INDEPENDENT RESEARCHER AT ITQB (INSTITUTO DE TECNOLOGIA QUIMICA E BIOLOGICA).
2008-2013. CIENCIA2007 JUNIOR RESEARCHER POSITION AT ITQB.

2004-2008. POSTDOC POSITION AT ITQB.

1998-2004. PHD STUDENT AT ITQB.

1995-1998. RESEARCH STUDENT AT ITQB.

1994. RESEARCH INTERNSHIP AT UNIVERSITAT ZU KOLN
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DOMAIN OF SPECIALISATION

PLANT BIOCHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY

ACADEMIC DEGREES

2004. PhD in Biology, Instituto de Tecnologia Quimica e Bioldgica, Universidade Nova de Lisboa.

1998. Master of Science in Plant Physiology and Biochemistry, Universidade de Lisboa and
Universidade Técnica de Lisboa.

1994. Degree in Biology, with a major in Plant Biology, Universidade de Lisboa.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Evaluation of seed development, yield and nutritional quality as affected by multiple stressors by
phenotyping and biochemical tools.

Profiling value-added bioactive compounds from plant-derived resources for biotechnological and
therapeutical applications.

Multiscale approach making use of biochemical and omic’s tools.

Evaluation of carbon metabolism in plants (photosynthesis, primary metabolism, cellular

distribution) affected by multiple stressors.

FUNDING RECORD (NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN). Coordinator and Principal Investigator of fours
projects; Team member and/or activity responsible in 11 projects; Coordinator of one Mobility

project and three bilateral actions; Team member in one Science Education project.

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS AND POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCHERS. Supervision and Co-Supervision of
nine graduate students (MSc, BSc) under project fellowships, twenty-four Undergraduate
students, one Post-doc researcher, two Master student. Supervision and Co-Supervision of

nine PhD students.

SELECTED SCIENCE COMMUNICATION AND SCIENTIFIC CULTURE PROMOTION

2020. “Manual de Atividades para as Ciéncias Experimentais”, a manual for teachers of the several

cycles (elementary to high school years) involved in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics subjects (in Portuguese).

2020. Pinheiro C. “Why Manuela Chaves decided to become a scientist”. Theoretical and

Experimental Plant Physiology 32, 1-4. doi 10.1007/s40626-020-00169-8
2018. “Biodiversidade Vegetal a Mesa” (Plant biodiversity at our table). XXI Encontro Nacional de
Estudantes de Biologia.

2018. “Etnobotanica - Plantas & Patrimdnio Cultural”. Etnobotany Exhibition at the FCT-NOVA

library. Curators: Carla Pinheiro and Luis Mendonca de Carvalho.
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